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rope and in California; in the latter state
the annual crop is over 4,000,000 bushels.
Part of the crop is canned.

APRIL, the fourth month of the year, and
the one which is especially associated with
the coming of spring. In this month the
trees put on green leaves, early wild flowers
begin to blossom, and the birds return in
large numbers to their northern haunts.
"April showers bring May flowers" is an
expression often heard, suggesting that this
month has its days of rain as well as sun-
shine. In fact, April is known as the month
of changeable weather, and there are not only
alternating wet and sunny days, but alter-
nating hours of sunshine and rain. In the
earliest Roman reckoning Aprilis was the
second month, and it originally had twenty-
nine days. When Caesar reformed the cal-
endar this month received an additional day
and since that time has had thirty days. Its
special flower is the daisy, and its birthstone
the diamond.

April has played a very peculiar part in
American history, for every war in which
the United States has engaged began in
April, except the War of 1812. The list of
April wars embraces the Revolution, the
Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish-
American War and the World War. The
episode which nearly involved the country
in a second war "with Mexico also occurred in
April (1914).

Special Bays for Observance. April
Fools' Day, or All Fools' Day, is a popular
designation of the first of the month. On
this day one is privileged to play harmless
jokes on one's friends, or "make fools" of
them. The custom seems to date back to the
Middle Ages.

Arbor Pay, set apart for the planting of
trees, falls in April in a number of states*
See Arbor Day.

Easter, (wnich see) also conies, usually
In April.

Anniversaries for Celebration* The fol-
lowing birthdays of notable people fall in
April:

Hans Christian Andersen, April 2, 1805.
Washington Irving, April 3, 1783.
William Wordsworth, April 7, 1770.
Henry Clay, April 12, 1777.
Thomas JefEergon, April 13, 1743.
Frtedrieh Froebel, April 21, 1782.
William Shakespeare, April 23 (?), 1564.
Stephen A. Douglas, April 23, 1813.
Oliver Cromwell, April 25, 1599.
Alice Gary, April 26, 1820.
V> S. Grant April 27, 1822.

James Monroe, April 28, 1758.
Duke of Wellington, April 29, 1769.

The following important events occurred
in April:

Work begun on the first American railroad,

April 1, 1826.
The first United States mint established in

Philadelphia, April 2, 1792.
United States flag of present form adopted

by Congress, April 4, 1818.
British Museum instituted, April 5, 1753.
Washington elected President, April 6, 1789.
War between  the United States and Ger-
many officially recognized by Congress,

April 6, 1917.
Revival of Olympic games in Greece, April

6,  1896.
Union Jack adopted as the national flag1 of

England, April 12, 1606.
Assassination of Lincoln, April 14, 1865.
Ride of Paul Revere, April 18, 1775.
Earthquake and fire in San Francisco, April

18, 1906.

Battle of Lexington, April 19, 1775.
Beginning of Spanish-American "War, April

21, 1898.
Panama  Canal  transfer  to  United   States

signed, April 22, 1904.
Opening- of Japanese ports to trade, April

25, 1867.

Inauguration of Washington, April 30, 1789.
Louisiana Purchase made, April 8, 1803.

APSE, in architecture, the term applied
to the projecting semicircular portion of a
building, roofed over separately by an arched
vault or semidome. Most commonly it ap-
pears at the eastern end of the choir or chan-
cel of a church. As the apse was considered
the most holy part of the early church, rich
decorations were lavished upon it. The ex-
terior was sometimes square or octagonal,
but even then the interior was semicircular.
In later churches the central apse was flanked
by smaller ones, called apsidolesy which ter-
minated the aisles.

APSIDES, ap'sideez (singular, apsis), in
astronomy the two points of the orbit of a
heavenly body, situated at the extremities of
the major axis of the ellipse formed by the

orbit. One of the points is that at which
the body is at its greatest, the other that at
which it is at its least, distance from the body